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Pittsfield dog panel: (= | (eee 
to meet next week 


include the entire city. 





Right, J eff Turner pulls some weeds 
from around a tree yesterday in the 
_. yard.of Hebert Arboretum at \ 
Springside Park in Pittsfield, where 
he isa volunteer. | 


Photos by Darren Vanden Berge / Berkshire Eagle Staff ~ 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — A commission 
formed to address dog issues in 
Pittsfield’s 29 parks and play- 
grounds will meet for the first time 
next week, Park Commission Chair- 
man Charles P. Garivaltis said. 

The meeting is scheduled for 7 


"p.m. on Monday, Oct. 23, at the 


Springside House at 874 North St. 

According to Community Ser- 
vices Director James McGrath, 
the dog commission is comprised 
of between six and eight city resi- 
dents who expressed an interest in 
serving when it was first addressed 
in August. 

Angered by the amount of dog 


droppings that he had seen in the: 


city’s parks this summer, Garival- 
tis first proposed banning dogs 
from just Burbank Park, then sug- 
gested the ban be expanded to 


The Park Commission took no 
action on Garivaltis’ motion to 
ban dogs when the matter was dis- 
cussed by the board on Aug. 1S: 
Instead, several members suggest- 
ed forming a commission of city 
residents to look into the problem. 

Park Commissioner Sheila La- 
Barbera is that board’s liaison to 
the dog commission. 

“At this point, there’s no agenda 
other than looking at the potential 
of setting aside one or more dog- 
run areas in the city,” McGrath 
said. ; 

The dog commission will proba- 
bly address enforcement Issues 
next week, and discuss suggestions 
that Police Chief Anthony J. 
Riello and Animal Control Officer 
Joseph Chague offered at the Park 
Commission’s Oct. 2 meeting, 


McGrath said. J Pp / r G / Fy) lb 





There used to be a joke T-shirt for sale that read: 
“Last one leaving Pittsfield turn out the lights.” 

We might want to bring that garment back, given 
the debate over lighting for football that accidentally 
illuminated the issue of municipal priorities and 
whether or not we know what to do with gift horses 
when they try to give us money. 

Only in Pittsfield could you have this type of 
bickering. : 

Throw in a flick of the switch at the Mark Belanger 
complex at East and Newell streets, and it costs 
about $6,500 a year to light up 
beloved Wahconah Park for high 
school football games, a figure 
not included in this year’s utility 
budget. If the two high schools 
wanted to play under the lights, 
the mayor decided, they would 
have to come up with the money themselves. The 





council rubber stamped this directive. That left it up 


to the booster clubs, and some would say that’s where 
it should have stayed. 

The argument goes like this. The city is strapped 
enough as it is. Nighttime football isn’t a necessity the 
way bussing is or providing for nurses in the schools. 
Let those who want it pay for it. 

No question the costs are steep. The electric com- 
pany bills the city in 30-day cycles for Wahconah 
Park. Fire up the lights at Wahconah Park just once, 
and it costs almost $2,000 in on-demand fees plus the 
amount paid for actual usage. This stems back to the 
antiquated technology sitting up there on those tall 
light standards, asystem rumored to be manufactured 
by Thomas Edison himself. 

Faced with the hefty bill, both Pittsfield High School 
and St. Joseph’s High School told the city in August 
that, rather than endure the financial pressures of that 
much booster activity, they would opt for only day 
games. PHS stuck with the plan, but St. Joe’s changed 
its mind. 

Don Gleason, long-time supporter of youth sports in 
the city and a St. Joe booster, 


Planet Valenti 
By Dan Valenti 


for St. Joe’s, a private, Catholic school no less, would 
it be setting itself up for demands from other private 
groups? Ruberto became Ed Reilly. He was thinkiag 
like a lawyer. The mayor also pointed out what he 
called a constitutional issue. — 

No money, no lights. - 

The situation magically changed whena benefactor 
donated $6,500 to the city to pay for lights at Wahconah 
Park and the Belanger complex. : 

Itlooked to be the solution until some questioned the 
gift. Ifthe mayor follows his own logicin denying pub- 
lic funds to a private group, so the 
reasoning went, how did the dona- 
tion change anything? Good point. 
The benefactor made his donation 
to the School Department. The city 


funds. How was that any different 
from funding it directly in the first place? The mayor’s 
silence could be heard into the fourth quarter. 

What ensued was a great debate, at least on the air, 
over whether the city could or should use the money 
for its intended purpose. 

It called to mind the question of what did Larry 
Bossidy mean when he said he wanted his million 
dollars to be used for improving the city’s playing 
fields. Multiple letters were sent to Bossidy about the 
intent. Meanwhile, a large part of the Bossidy Bucks 
went for things other than playing fields: vehicles, 
equipment, and the like. 

The lines are blurry. If public money is used on sta- 
dium lights forSt. Joe’s, how is that different than other 
public funds that go to private groups — the millions 
given to theaters, the tax breaks extended to favored 
new businesses, the credits showered on developers? 
For that matter, are public funds being used for laptops 
at St. Mark’s School? 

The simple solution was the one apparently adopted: 
thank the donor, turn on the ballpark lights without 
having an angina attack, and dare anyone to challenge 
itin court. It would be asking someone to boo the tooth 
: fairy. Who would do it? No 


wrote a letter asking the city 5 one, it turns out. 

if it could kick in the costs F. Uu nding the old ballyard St. Joseph’s played a game 
of lighting both Wahconah all the city Galub Ge iat aon aha te night, and the lights went 
Park and the Mark Belanger Park? hides UP on. The loser may have been 


Athletic Facility. Councilor 
Tony Maffuccio got wind 
of it and, jumping on it like 
Godzilla wrecking Toyko, 
introduced a petition requir- 
ing the mayor-to light the 
lights. The battle was on. 
Surely, my right honor- 
able good friends asked, in 
a city budget of $117 mil- 
lion, we could squeeze out 
a mere $6500 for the lights. 
They launched anemotional 
appeal to the Americanism 
of Friday night football as 
a hometown institution, 
painting it up like Nor- 
man Rockwell more than it 
deserved. A lot of ham, but 
still, I can think of worse ° 
places for kids to hang out 
than a Friday night football 
game. Downtown, for one. 
The morning before the Sept. 26 council meeting, 
Mayor Jimmy Ruberto said on my show that he would 
notbe requesting any additional funds for high school 
football, period. The next night, the council decided to 
run the famed Packer Sweep, only this time it wasn’t 
Paul Hornung galloping past right end but a petition, 
heading in a stiff arm straight for the mayor’s office. 
The mayor reiterated that the money had not been 
budgeted and that he had serious reservations about 
the seemingly simple matter of turning on the switch. 
He pointed to the “slippery slope” of spending public 
money to support a private organization, a dangerous 
precedent. : 
If the city were to take over the role as’booster club 


—— 


got it for everybody else. 





Skidding, not sledding 


Lost in the debate over lighting for football is the 
antiquated infrastructure of Wahconah Park. Like 
most all of the subsystems at the beloved field, the 
lights are ancient, requiring a huge amount of elec- 
tricity to fire up. New lights would solve that. 

Wahconah Park received National Historic des- 
ignation last year. That makes the park eligible for. 
grants, tax credits, and economic stimulus dollars. 


But these don’t fall out of the trees. They require 
aggressive, even manic, pursuit. 

What has the city done over the last year to go after 
this aid? Also, what about taking at least $1 million from 
the GE settlement fund and use it to leverage federal or 
state dollars, or even present it as a gift outright? We’ve 


The mayor should report specifically what efforts his 
administration has made to secure the future of the old 
ball yard. The city needs to decide: is it serious about 
Wahconah Park or isn’t it? —D.V. 








the city, though. If it makes 
a budgetary decision not to 
do something like provide 
lights, it needs to stick to it. 
If not, the door opens more 
‘thanit already is for politics 
‘to hijackspending decisions. 
Also, whena donor wants to 
give the city money, itshould 
not raise the roof because it 
might scare other benefac- 
tors away. 
People should feel free to 
speak up if they are against 
_.| something, but in the case of 
the football lights, it was the 
city’s fumble inside its own 
five yardline. _ 

Speaking of speaking up, 
‘it isn’t much favored by the 

. School Committee. The com- 

" mittee voted 4-3 to follow the 
city council’s rule of straight-jacketing publiccomment 
speakers to three minutes and requiring advance sign 
up, topic identified. 

This watered down gag order will dissuade public 
input. It’s tough enough as it is to get on your feet and 
speak in public, but knowing you've got to say it in 
three minutes or less exerts added pressure. 

And what about people who want to say something 
afteran openmicsession has begun, perhaps prompted 
by what another speaker has said? That person is 
gagged. Tell me how that is good for public debate. 

By encumbering what had been an informal pro- 
cess, the school committee has taken action that’s not 
as much official as officious. It wasn’t broke, but the 
School Committee decided to fix it. 


Darren Vanden Berge / Berkshire Eagle Staf 
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Andrew Messer, 11, takes a spill off his sled at Springside Park yesterday in Pittsfield. 





Pittsfield Eee 


Woman gets probation 
for role in park shooting 


would then still be dispersing the — 


_ Public money & controversy ( 





! 


PITTSFIELD — A Pittsfield 
woman will serve one year of pro- 
bation for her involvement in the 
Pitt Park shooting on May 5, 2005. 

Lashaunda A. Beverly, 23, of 
Memorial Drive pleaded guilty in 
Berkshire Superior Court last 
week to one count of accessory 
after the fact; to wit, assault with a 
dangerous ‘weapon. Judge Peter 
Velis placed her on probation on 
the condition that she have no con- 
tact with the victims of the attack. 

One count of accessory after the 
fact — armed assault with intent 


to murder — was dismissed under 
the plea agreement. 

According to Pittsfield Police, 
Beverly drove her boyfriend, Mark 
A. Daniels, 24, away from Pitt Park 
after he opened fire on two 
Pittsfield men near the playground. 
No one was injured in the attack. 

Daniels is serving two years in 
the Berkshire County Jail and 
House of Correction after he 
pleaded guilty in Berkshire 
Superior Court on Dec. 22. 


\| VS, \ » a Nicole Sequino 


= 











Lights 
out ... 


Rico Carnevale, 


foreground, keeps a 


string of lights 


straight as his fellow 
Parks Department 


employee 
Pat Santolin dig 
string out of the 


Christmas tree in 
Pittsfield’s Park 
Square. The men 
were part of a small 
crew taking approxi- 
mately 200 strands of 
lights off the tree. 


Darren Vanden 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Men want to bring football league franchise to 


FOOTBALL from B1 


he became interested in trying to 
obtain an EFL team in July and ap- 
proached Race and Costa for help. 

“We're just trying to bring foot- 
ball back to Pittsfield,” said Posey, 
who played football at Cheyney 
State University in Pennsylvania. 
“This is a football community.” 

The EFU’s Berkshire Mountain- 
eers played at several county ven- 
ues between 1993 and 1998 before 
they were disbanded by coach Al 
Dole, who is one of the league’s six 
deputy commissioners. 

Founded in 1969, the EFL is a 
semipro circuit consisting of 13 
amateur football teams in Pennsyl- 


their plans. 


vania, New York, Vermont and the 
Canadian provinces of Ontario 


“and Quebec. The EFL includes 


the country’s oldest semipra foot- 
ball team, the Watertown (N.Y.) 
Red & Black, which was founded 
in 1896. . 

Dole, who lives in Chatham, 
N.Y., said yesterday that the three 
city men also: approached him 
with their ideas, and that he 
attended another meeting in 
December that was held in the 
mayor's office. 

“It’s a nice area,” Dole said. “It 
fits in. with our teams in Albany, 
Glens Falls and with our Vermont 
team.” 

Dole said that one of the prob- 


Posey also spoke in front of the Park Com- 
mission on Tuesday night. No decisions were 
reached, but the men and Park Commission 
Chairman Charles P. Garivaltis plan to meet 
with Mayor James M. Ruberto on Thursday, 
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‘A football community’ — 


Locals seek to bring league franchise to the city —— 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Three city men are inter- 
ested in bringing another Empire Football 
League franchise to Pittsfield. 

Taconic High School assistant football coach 
Lawrence Posey and Pittsfield real estate 
developers Gregory Race and John Costa have 
spoken to both the EFL and city officials about 


Jan. 11, to discuss the proposal in greater detail. 

“A lot of things still have to be worked out,” 
Garivaltis said yesterday. 

To join the league, Posey said the group —— 
would need the city’s approval before the EFUs 
owners meet on Jan. 27 and 28. That is when 
the league decides to add teams for the upcom- 
ing season. The EFW’s regular season takes 
place in July and August, with the playoffs 





scheduled for September. 
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lems the Mountaineers had was 
finding a permanent place to play. 

During their five years of exis- 
tence, the Mountaineers played 
their home games at Taconic High 
School:and Wahconah Park, both 
in Pittsfield, at Wahconah Region- 
al High School in Dalton, at Ren- 
frew Field in Adams and at 
Springfield College. 

Ruberto said yesterday that the 
group has asked the city about the 
possibility of playing home games 
at Wahconah Park. But he said 
those requests would conflict with 
the New England Collegiate Base- 
ball League’s Pittsfield Dukes, 
who also use Wahconah Park in 
July and August. 


Originally from Camden, N.J., Posey said 
that he and his two partners are trying to line up 
community support for their venture. He said 


- Wahconah Park a hot topic 


PARK from Ai 


“inform us and the public” what 
will be done with Wahconah Park 
as far as “reconditioning, upgrades, 
flooding, etc.” 

The petition goes on to state 
that, with the quality of life in Pitts- 
field improving and with downtown 


redevelopment efforts under way, - 


Wahconah Park has not received 
the attention that it deserves. 
“T’m really frustrated about this,” 
Maffuccio said yesterday. 
Wahconah Park is in his ward. 
He said that he worked to have it 
included ‘in the city’s downtown 


: coiridor so that it would be eligi- 


ble for redevelopment efforts. 

“And nobody’s done anything,” 
Maffuccio said. 

Ruberto said he expects the city 
to begin looking at grant opportu- 
nities once a VISTA volunteer has 
joined the Parks and Recreation 
Department’s staff. 

Baseball has been played on the 
site where Wahconah Park is locat- 
ed since 1892, although the grand- 
stand has. been replaced several 
times, most recently in 1950. By 
virtue of its historical significance, 
the park is eligible for up to 
$100,000 in state preservation 
grant funding. 

Tax incentives also are‘available 


but only if they are privately owned, 
which Wahconah Park — deeded to 
the city of Pittsfield in 1919 — is 
not. National Register sites, howev- 
er, are eligible for federal assistance 
for historic preservation when that 
funding is available. 

Garivaltis said that among the 
items that have been discussed are 
Wahconah Park’s cooking facili- 
ties, which are outdated and dan- 
gerous, considering that they are 
under the wooden grandstand; its 
toilet facilities, which need to be 
repaired; its team locker rooms 
and facilities for officials, which he 
calls an “embarrassment”; and its 
dirt parking lot, which he terms a 
“giant mudhole.” 


nah Park could probably be con- 
demned by the Board of Health.” 

At least one park commissioner 
said that Tuesday night’s discus- 
sion would be unnecessary if the 
city had built a new stadium when 
that idea was proposed in 2001. 

Ruberto said discussions about 
building a new stadium in Pitts- 
field occur frequently, but that 
none of the proposals include how 
the funding would be obtained. 
The price tag for a new stadium 
was estimated to be $18.5 million 
six years ago. 

“J think we all recognize the 
incredible financial requests that 
would occur with an initiative of 
this nature,” Ruberto said. “The 
city is not in a position to support 





for sites on the National Register,’ 


“The playing field is built on a 
swamp,” Garivaltis. said: “Wahco- «such a venture.” 


ee 


“has been reignited. 


FOOTBALL, continued on B5 
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Race said the EFL requires its 
teams to schedule Saturday night 
contests. 

Race said he is considering pay- 
ing for the cost of installing utility 
poles and lights at Taconic High 
School’s field, in exchange for the 
city picking up the cost of lighting 
the field. : 

Ruberto said issues regarding 
both lights and a playing field will 
be discussed next week: 

“We'll determine all of these 
issues before a final decision is 
made,” Ruberto said. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 


at. tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle 
.com or at (413) 496-6224. 
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The debate over the longterm future for Wahconah P 


is. lor - 


City \ ¢ | o\ 
renews - 
Stadium 
debate 


Naming rights 
are considered 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Six years after 
the new stadium controversy and 
almost 18 months after it was 
placed on the Natioaal Register of 
Historic Places, Wahconah Park’s 
future will be debated again. 

Naming rights, facility upgrades 
and developmental grants are all 
topics for discussion in a meeting 
that Mayor James M. Ruberto 
hopes to have with various city 
officials within the next two weeks 
to discuss the 3,100-seat historic 
ballpark’s future. 

“We have to make improve- 
ments at Wahconah Park,” Ruber- 
to said. “We have to give priority 
to determining what it is we should 
be doing and how we are going to 
be able to fund it.” 

Ruberto said he is considering 
seeking a private entity to pay for 
naming rights to 
the park, then 
use the funding 
to help pay for 
improvements. 
Any entity inter- 
ested in this pro- 
posal would need 
to keep Wahco- 
nah Park as part 
of the stadium’s 
name, Ruberto 
said. 

Community 
Services Direct- 
or James Mc- 
Grath and Parks 
# Commission 

Maffuccio Chairman 
Charles P. Gari- 
valtis have requested the meeting 





-with Ruberto to solicit his ideas 


for the park. 

Meanwhile, Ward 7 City Coun- 
cilor Anthony V. Maffuccio filed a 
petition Wednesday asking Mc- 
Grath and the Parks Commission’s 
five members to appear before the 
council next month to inform the 
public of their plans for Wahconah 
Park. The council will consider the 
petition at its next meeting on 
Tuesday. 

Maffuccio appeared before the 
commission on Jan. 2 to discuss 
the feasibility of obtaining a gener- 
ator at the park to help reduce the 
city’s $1,800 monthly lighting sery- 
ice fee and to explore alternative 
methods of upgrading the its light- 
ing system. 

But the talk quickly morphed 
into a discussion on the park’s fu- 
ture and prompted a renewed in- 
terest in its fate. 

“It just took off from there,” 
Garivaltis said. 

Maffuccio’s petition asks that 
McGrath and the commissioners 
appear in front of the council to 


PARK, continued on A& 








Woman powers. 


through injury 


Editor’s note: Due to a scheduling 
error, the following feature story 
about Annie Hayes of Pittsfield was 
not published alongside a secondary 
article that did appear Monday. 
What follows is: the main story of 
Hayes’ adjustment to her new <dis- 
ability, prepared in recent weeks. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The undaunt- 
ed spirit of Annie Hayes has car- 
tied her through miles of wind-in- 
your-face cycling, five- or seven- 
mile runs and a golf swing honed 
by a passion for the sport. 

At 44, she is woman who could 
clean her own gutters and paint 
her own house, raise four teen- 
agers on her own and manage her 
job as a school librarian. 

In 2003, after being divorced for 
six years, she married the Josh 
Billings Runaground triathlon team 
partner she met the year before, 
Chris Girardi. She has 11 brothers 
and sisters, a circle of friends and 
lots of sports pals. 

Now, she has humbled them, 
they say, with her determined, 
pragmatic response to a life-alter- 
ing disability: In August, while 
bicycling, she suffered a traumatic 
spinal cord injury and was para- 
lyzed from the waist down. 


‘J just love my sports’ 


A practical woman by all accounts, 
Hayes has adapted her thinking, and 
her passion for sports, to her dis- 
ability. 

If she can’t golf standing up, 
she’ll golf in an upright golf cart 
made for people who can’t use 
their legs, she said. If she can’t run 
in “the Josh,” she might kayak. If 
she can’t race on her bike, she’ll 
race in a wheelchair, and she'll 
practice by wheeling along with her 
former running partners. 

“J just love my sports, every 
spare minute, it’s what I live for 
besides my kids,” said Hayes in a 
recent interview at the duplex 
house she owns on Stratford Ave- 
nue. “I just love the camaraderie. 

“J don’t want to miss a single 
season of golf,” she went on. “I 
want to race, too, and I could do 
the Josh [triathlon], and if they’d 
put in a new category, and I could 
win every time.” 

It’s golf she loves most. 

“I just don’t want to be a crappy 
golfer,” she said, in the tone of.a 
competitor. 

For now, her short-term goals 
are smaller. 

“Now instead of hitting the ball 
200 yards, I get excited about mov- 
ing my legs a few millimeters,” she 
said. “I know I will get back to 
sports, but in a different way.” 

The “other stuff” — reaching 
items in the grocery store, getting 
help with housework — requires 
an equally big adjustment: Asking 
for help. : 

“I will just have to hire people, 
or ask for help, or not worry about 
it,” she said. 

Meanwhile, if a cure for spinal 
cord injury comes along, one that 
requires strength and fitness, she 
said, “I'll be ready for it.” 


Remaining upbeat 


Her family and friends are sur- 
prised, yet not surprised, that 
Hayes has, for the most part, 
maintained her upbeat spirit. 
Depression is a risk for people 
with traumatic spinal cord injury 
— she said she saw that in Boston 
— and Hayes is dodging the bul- 
let. 

She says she has private dark 
moments, but can’t remain there 
long. 


_Annie Hayes of Pittsfield prepares p 
accident, Hayes has proved resiliant 


“Otherwise you just stop, and 
you can’t stop. And I don’t want 
anybody feeling sorry for me,” she 
said. 

“She’s handling it, true to 
Annie,” said her sister, Liz Flynn, 
who lives around the corner. 
“She’s been amazing, she is such 
an inspiration.” 

Annie Hayes was bicycling 
through Kervin Park on Aug. 18, 
getting ready for the upcoming 
Josh Billings race last September, 
when she approached a temporary 
metal bridge over a brook, seven 
feet below. 

The slats were vertically placed 
and her tire wedged into a two- 
inch gap, throwing her over the 
bridge, onto her back. 

She was conscious, and she 
knew she was paralyzed and that 
her life might have just changed 
dramatically. She called out to 
some passing walkers for help. 


Rapid rehabilitation 


After 10 hours of surgery at 
Berkshire Medical Center, Hayes 
awoke, unable to speak due to a 
breathing tube. In the palm of her 
husband’s hand, she spelled out 
words and questions. 

“Pain.” “Walk?” “Golf?” 

A day or two later, she could 
speak again. Within two weeks she 
was at Spaulding Rehabilitation 
Center in Boston. It might have 
been a three-month stay, but she 
was discharged in five weeks since 
her recovery was fast. 

“She was e-mailing me from 
Boston, asking about updating the 
school Web site,” said Toni Dia- 
mond, Hayes’ golf partner and 
superintendent of the Berlin 
(N.Y.) Central School District, 
where Hayes has returned to her 
job as a middle and high school 
librarian. 

“Annie told me that immediate- 
ly after she fell, she lay on the 
ground unable to move her legs 
and realized that life as she knew it 
would never be the same again,” 
said Diamond. “She vowed to fight 
to restore the quality of her life to 
what she had before the accident. 
And that included playing golf 
with me again.” 

Diamond invited Hayes to team 
up golfing this year, after seeing 
her. play at the Berkshire Hills 
Country Club, and they cashed in 
at a women’s tournament in early 


August. Diamond likened Hayes’. 


attitude to the sharp focus needed 
in golf. 

“You have to analyze your game 
and be pretty ruthless about how you 
look at yourself,” she said. “When 
she realized she couldn’t move, she 
knew her life would change, and she 
would make it work.” 


‘There were times people would come up to ~ 





Darren Vanden Berge / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


otatoes for dinner recently. After sustaining a spinal injury in a biking 
and adaptable in the face of her new needs. 
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me and start crying. And I’d say, “Why are 
you crying? I’m fine, | feel good, my legs just 
don’t work, I’m the same person.’ : : 


_— Annie Hayes 





Hayes disassembles and reassem- 
bles her wheelchair at least four 
times a day on work days, hauling 
the four pieces in and out of her 
car, with its new hand brake. She’d 
barely be abie to do it without her 
upper body strength. 

“Tye got it down to 90 seconds,” 
said Hayes. 

As for the morning routine, get- 
ting up, dressed and out, “I’m 
down to my old time, up at 5:45, 
out the door at 6:30,” she said. 

She’s been maintaining her 
strength, and working her muscles 
as best she can. She paid $8,700 
for two pieces of adaptive home 
exercise equipment, and Saturdays 
are “boot camp” workout days at 
the Lenox Fitness Center, a rou- 
tine she uses for her upper body 
strength. 

“She’s really ripped,” said her 
sister, Liz, referring to Hayes’ 
muscle tone. 

Her “standing frame,” a con- 
traption similar to an elliptical 
machine, braces her in an upright 
position. By pumping arm levers 
— she uses the toughest settings 
— she moves her legs back and 
forth, or she can simply stand at 
rest. The motion and upright posi- 
tion help keep her bone density 
strong. She’s aiming for a racing 
wheelchair, a standing golf cart 
and other equipment to keep her 
in her games. 

Another $70,000 in expenses 
have accrued for house and vehi- 
cle adaptations as well. 

Hayes travels two days a week to 
a Boston rehabilitation center 
equipped with a robotic walking 
device, a $250,000 machine used 
for people recovering from strokes, 
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and 
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time again... 


New Year's 
Resolutions 


6 Month Membership Special 
$315 rea. $345 





spinal cord injuries and other 
nerve damage. 

Mary Hart of Stockbridge, a 
cycling companion and a fellow 
mom of teen boys, said she has 
been amazed at Hayes’ unfettered 
decision-making. 

“She has had to make decisions 
all of her life that would have been 
hard for others, and she just 
makes them,” said Hart. 

Hart said she was stunned at the 
loss of a cycling pal, but is now 
adapting to Hayes’ condition her- 
self. They went grocery shopping 
together, and have made the trip 
to Boston. 

Hart said she’ll go anywhere 
Hayes can go in her wheelchair, 
and they'll find new ways of work- 
ing out together, perhaps on the 
Ashuwillticook Trail north of 
Pittsfield. 

That’s the companionship Hayes 
wants to carry on. 

“There were times people would 
come up to me and start crying,” 
Hayes said. “And Id say, ‘Why are 
you crying? I’m fine, I feel. good, 
my legs just don’t work, I’m the 
same person.’ ” 

Ellen G. Lahr can be reached at 


elahr@berkshireeagle.com or at 
(413) 528-3660. 
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No snow, no cold ... and now no Fa 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — It’s gotten colder, but 
the temperature hasn’t been consistently 
low enough to save Family Day — one of the 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival’s signature events 
— from being canceled. 

Family Day, the 62nd annual ‘carnival’s 
traditional kickoff event, was scheduled to 
take place Saturday, Jan. 20, at Burbank 
Park on Onota Lake. Longtime Winter 


Sports Committee members Carl and Pat- 
ricia Peaslee believe that this is the first time 
that Family Day has been canceled since the 
Winter Carnival began in 1946. 

Last year, the Winter Sports Committee 
decided to move Family Day back one week 
because of a lack of snow. But this year’s lack 
of snow has been accompanied by milder- 
than-normal temperatures, which have left 
bcth the ground and the lake unfrozen. 

“Family Day is our premier event; it’s very 


sad,” Winter Sports Committee vice chair- 
woman Julie Salatino said yesterday. “We 
kicked around a lot of different ideas — 
sack races and things like that. ... I suggest- 
ed putting a row boat on the lake and taking 
golf shots. 

“But it’s going to be a mud hole,” Salatino 
said. “Even if it did snow, it wouldn’t be 
enough.” 

Matt and Kelly Pompi of Pittsfield have 
been attending Family Day for 20 years and 


were looking forward to this year’s event 
because they are moving to North Carolina 
in July. 

“Oh, no. What a bummer. I didn’t know 
that,” Kelly Pompi said this week when 
informed that Family Day would not take 
place. “The sad part is that we were going to 
help out [this year] because we have so 
many trophies of our own that we have no 
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Winter Carnival’s Family Day scratched due to weather 
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more room for them. 
‘ “Pm very, very disappointed,” 


‘vm very, very disappointed. ... ’m sure my 
children will be. My [8-year-old] daughter is 


Adams, is returning this year after 
a one-year absence. The Pittsfield 
Short Track Speed Championships 
were canceled for the first time in 


she said. “I’m sure my children will 
be. My [8-year-old] daughter is 
looking at me with big sad eyes.” 
The Winter Carnival will now 
open with the Anything Goes Sled 
Races on Saturday, Jan. 27, and the 
toboggan races on Saturday, Jan. 
28. The sites for those events, orig- 
inally scheduled for Osceola Park, 
are dependent on the weather. 
The city ski meet at Bousquet 
Ski Area is still on for Saturday, 
Feb. 3, but the Feb. 4 cross country 


looking at me with big sad eyes. 
— Kelly Pompi of Pittsfield on the cancellation of Family Day 


ski event at Canterbury Farm in 
Becket has been canceled. 

The Feb. 11 Jimmy Fund ice-fish- 
ing derby, also a popular event, is 
another warm-weather casualty. 
Salatino said this will be the first 
time in more than 20 years that the 
ice-fishing derby has not been held. 

“Three years ago, we had over 


700 people — easy,” Salatino said. 
The Winter Carnival Ball, in 
which the Winter Carnival Queen 
is crowned, will take place as 
scheduled, on Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
Berkshire Hills Country Club. 
Speed skating, scheduled for 
March 4 at the Vietnam Veterans’ 
Memorial Skating Rink in North 


43 years in 2006 when the national 
speed skating organization sched- 
uled an event for the same day in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

The Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
was founded in 1946 by the city’s 
then Parks and Recreation super- 
intendent, Jackson Perry, who cre- 
ated a plan to utilize volunteers to 
run the event. 
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Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com. 
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Jena Daniels and Brittany DeSanctis. 


Pittsfield Winter Carniva 
Queen contestants announced 


PITTTSFIELD — The 62nd 
annual Winter Carnival Queen’s 
contest kicked off Sunday, Jan. 7. 
The eight contestants will be sell- 
ing buttons throughout Berkshire 
County until Feb. 4. 

Each contestant is required to 
sell 1,000 buttons. The contest cul- 
minates at the Winter Carnival 
Queen’s Ball, Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
Berkshire Hills Country Club, 
where the queen will be chosen. . 

The sale of the buttons supports 
the Winter Carnival events, which 
will be held this winter. For a 
schedule of all events, visit www. 
pittsfieldparks.org/. Also, ques- 
tions about Winter Carnival can 
be addressed at. Department of 
Community Services, Parks and 
Recreation, (413) 499-9343. 
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This year’s contestants are Steph- 
anie Wren, daughter of James and 
Jean Wren. A senior at Taconic 
High School, Wren aspires to be- 
come a physician. 

Kimberly Jodoin, daughter of 
Michelle and Ernie Jodoin, is a 
senior at Taconic High School. She 
plans on attending college to study 
elementary education. 

Amanda Defer, daughter of 
Sandra and Anthony Defer, is a 
senior at Taconic High School. She 
would like to become an inter- 
preter for the United Nations. 

Elisa Jones, daughter of Wil- 
liam and Lisa Jones, is a senior at 
St. Joseph High School. Jones 
plans on pursuing a career in man- 
agement and one day owning her 


own small business. 
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: Tim Maroy Picture BaToee Studio 
2007 Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen contestants include: Front row, left to right: Stephanie Wren, 
Kimberly Jodoin, Amanda Defer and Elisa Jones. Back row: Norah Bresnahan, Samantha Robertson, 
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' Norah Bresnahan, daughter of 
Jane and John Bresnahan, is a sen- 
ior at Taconic High School. She 
plans on attending the Savannah 
College of Art and Design and maj- 
oring in photography and graphic » 
design. 

Samantha Robertson, daughter 
of Joanne and Kerry Bobb, is a sen- 
ior at Taconic High School. Saman- . 
tha would one day like to become a — 
professional corporate pilot. 

Jena Daniels, daughter of Laurie 
and Kevin Daniels, is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School. She plans _ 
on becoming a social worker. 

Brittany DeSanctis, daughter of 
Jo-Anne and Gildo DeSanctis, isa _ 
senior at Pittsfield High School. 
She plans to major in early child- - 
hood education. 








